
 

 

Groveland City Council 
City Manager Report 
September, 9 2015 
 
Pending Action Items: 

 Sinkhole update - The sinkhole located at the west end and slightly north of a driveway at 524 
East Waldo Street resulted in the collapse of portions of the residence driveway and 
approximately 6 - 8 feet of East Waldo Street.  Upon advisement from Tetra Tech (our 
Geotechnical Environmental and Material Consultants), the sink hole was successfully filled and 
continues to be observed as stable.  Repairs to the road pavement, driveway, and utilities are 
scheduled this month.  At this time, the estimated cost of the sink hole restoration is 
$12,138.65.  This includes the Boykin expenses, water main replacement estimates, labor with 
overtime, concrete driveway replacement, sod and street restoration.  The Tetra Tech 
Summarizing Report has been attached to this document (please see attachment 1).  

 
 Due to several water quality related concerns in the Osprey Nest Circle neighborhood the city 

took several samples and sent them to a lab to ensure that the water in the area meets all state 
and local guidelines.  The test results meet all requirements of the National Environmental 
Laboratory Accreditation Conference (NELAC) which meets state and local water quality and 
public health guidelines (please see attachment 2).   

 
 Police Citizen Advisory Board - the City Manager's Office has concluded its interviews and board 

members have been chosen, currently we are contacting board members this week to confirm 
their continued willingness to volunteer on this board.  Board members with brief bios will be 
presented to the City Council its next meeting. 

 
 Per City Council discussions during recent workshops and due to the chronic delays, missed 

deadlines, and unresponsiveness of our current external audit services; the City Manager's 
Office has approved the Finance Department to move forward with seeking proposals from 
other vendors who have experience in governmental accounting and are certified public 
accountants.  We will update the City Council as this process moves forward. 

 
Report from the Desk of the City Manager: 

 As you are aware CM - Box Car Racing has expressed interest in resuming partnership with the 
city despite an April notice to terminate their contract with the city.  During the "cool down 
clause" of the contract, CM-Box Car asked to discontinue its termination clause.  Understanding 
how important this event has become for the community and after consultation with the City 
Attorney and the City Council, the city agreed to allow CM Box Car to conduct 3 race trial period.  
As prescribed by the contract the city staff developed a safety manual, a safety check list, and 
certain protocols focused ensuring events are safe.  As a part of these protocols the city 



included use several race day observers.  All with the authority (with conference with the CM 
Box Car race director) to halt or close the race.   At the August 31st race such a closure was 
instituted staff have meet with CM - Box Car and have successful reconciled any difference held 
on the appropriate safety protocols.  The next race was scheduled for September 12, but due to 
a theft of Box Car equipment the September 12th race has been cancelled.  

 
 There have been several request for the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) to 

consider the placement of a traffic signal at the intersection of US 27 and Wilson Lake Parkway.  
After completing their review their findings were that a traffic signal was not justified at this 
time.  FDOT sited traffic volumes that were too low to meet necessary state required thresholds.  
They also found the intersection being operating safely and efficiently.  However, FDOT did find 
areas for improvement; that they have already brought to the attention of Lake County as the 
owners of these facilities.  These improvements include two new one way signs and refurbish 
pavement markings on the east bound approach to this intersection. 

 
 Congratulations!  To our grant writing team... we are jumping for joy regarding the fact that the 

City of Groveland was rewarded the "Let’s Play grant" in the amount of $15,000 from Dr Pepper 
Snapple Group and KaBOOM!. The goal of the "Let’s Play" grant is a community partnership led 
by Dr Pepper Snapple (DPS) to help kids and families get active.  This grant allows our Parks and 
Recreation division to continue its work to provide quality, fun, and safe outdoor play 
opportunities for the children in your community. 

 
  The City experienced a reduction in its worker's compensation premiums of more than $35,000 

for the fiscal year 2015 - 2016.  This due to a reduction in the number of claims paid.  I argue this 
is a tribute to the City's active safety and wellness programs.  In addition to our worker's comp 
premiums going down, we also experience a decrease in our overall insurance premiums, which 
were reduced by more than $3,000 for the new fiscal year.  The one area that could be 
improved on is the public officials liability insurance which reported an increase in premium. 

 
Follow up / Reminder items: 

 Keep Lake Beautiful (KLB) - is a strategy that can lead to a cleaner and more beautiful 
community by engaging and motivating our citizens to take responsibility for our environment.  
Working to constantly improve our quality of live is imperative to sustaining our community's 
economy and the wellbeing of all our citizens.  The City of Groveland will be the first site in 
South Lake to host a Community Clean Up.  Volunteers are asked to meet at the ACE Hardware 
at 9:00 am - 11:00 am the morning of September 19th, 2015.  Volunteers will broken up into 
two group that will pick-up litter along Villa City Road and State Hwy 50.  Dumpster(s), 
refreshments, vests, gloves, and bags will be provided.  We have been asked for 2 additional 
clean up road ways as overflow sites should we get a large crowd of volunteers (Hwy 19 and 
Hwy 33 maybe potential overflow sites). 

 
Events: 

 September 12 Box Car Racing Event (has been postpone)  
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